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I. Basis of the report 



1 ' 22 ^ bee % dra 7 ° n * e basis of ^placement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response loan invitation 

under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain i amendment" 

| | international application as originally filed. 
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the drawings, sheets/fig 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
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filed with the letter of 



. , as originally filed, 
, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 
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, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
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to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/EP 02/02840 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

1. Claim 1 relates to a safety switching module having 
a first and second switch control device, and a 
first switching element and a second switching 
element connected in series thereto, the first 
switching element being controllable by the first 
switch control device and the second by the second 
switch control device, and it being possible to test 
the switching-of f capacity of at least one switching 
element using an evaluation and control device. 
Modules of this type are known in general. 

In order to enable the switching-of f capacity of the 
switching elements to be tested also for large 
currents to be switched and/or capacitive or 
inductive loads, third and fourth switching elements 
are provided that are arranged in series with 
respect to each other and in parallel to the first 
series connection and form a second current path, 
the third switching element being .controllable by 
the first switch control device and the fourth 
switching element by the second switch control 
device, and the evaluation and control device 
testing the switching elements al ternat ingly in one 
of the current paths. 
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The above features are novel and industrially 
applicable and involve an inventive step, since none 
of the cited documents contains anything that 
suggests them. 

2. Dependent Claims 2 to 10 contain advantageous 
embodiments of the safety switching module according 
to Claim 1 and therefore likewise meet the relevant 
requirements . 

3 . Claim 11 describes a method that corresponds to the 
above module and involves the following steps: 

- providing a first current path having at least one 
switching element ; 

- providing a second current path having at least 
one switching element parallel to the first current 
path; and 

- alternatingly testing the switching-of f capacity 
of one of the two current paths, the current path 

. that is not being tested supplying the load alone. 

This method is likewise novel and industrially 
applicable and involves an inventive step, since 
none of the cited documents contains anything that 
suggests it . 
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